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The His ron 1 of Livia and Auguſtus, 1 


from F o ds Journal, Zuly 16. 1737. 


I. Rtificial Memory, we are told, conſiſts in an imaginary | 
_ Diſpoſition of Things; by the Reflection on which, the 
Mind is aſſiſted more diſtinctly and with greater Eaſe, 
to recal what was thought worthy of, or neceſſary to be remem- 
ber'd. For this, every one may take ſuch Method as is moſt 
agreeable to the Fancy; ſome have ſuppoſed Beaſts, the different - 
initial Letters of whoſe Appellations, anſwer to the 24 Letters 
of the Alphabet, and each of theſe, they divide into five Parts, 
2s, into the Head, the Fore-Legs, the Belly, the Hinder-Legs, 
| and the Tail; which furniſh the Memory with a Number of 
Repoſitories: For Example, would we remember a Maſter-Stroke 
of Policy, we may place it in the Head; which Part of the 
[Beaſt we reſerve for the Repoſitory of the moſt artful and moſt 
heroick Events. Thus, if we would give an Example of ſome 
brave and ſarpriaing Stroke; 6f a Battle, or a Sea-Fight, I call 
to Mind the Beaſt, which I had before imagined, and whoſe - 
Appellation begins with B. for Battle, (as under that Word 1 
comprehend all Engagements, either by Land or Sea,) and im- 
mediately occurs Baſi/ish; then, as tis ſomething grand, and 
exemplary that I want, or ſomething Politick, or a Compound - 
of both; | examine the Head of the Baſ/isk, and there I find the 
Sicilian Action, under the Command of Sir G. B. Would I call 
to Mind ſomething mean and contemptible, immediately occurs 
Canis beginning with C the firſt Letter of contemprible. I rum- 
mage the Tail of my Dog, Canis, as the proper Repoſitory for 
mean ſubmiſſions, Flattery, c. and this ſhews me the Spaniards, 
firſt haughtily inſulting our Merchant Ships, and -immediately 
meaniy endeavouring to appeaſe our Reſentment, by diſowning 
the Action; caſting it on particular Perſons, whom they are 
willing to give up Victims, (when they are diſcovered,) and con- 
ſenting to pay the Depredations toben Commiſſioners have fix'd the 
Damage. Thus, would I look for particular Characters, as of 
viſe Men, I think of the Beaſt which begins with W, the eſte 
preſents itſelf to my Imagination, and examining his Belly, (if tis 
an Example of Modern Sagacity, that I would recal to Mind) 
I find painted in his Guts, a little weaſle-faced Gentleman ſur- 
rounded with _—_— Hams, Cooks and Secretaries; Cou- 
riers, Bailiffs, and Executioners; writing of Warrants of Com- 
mitment, and Receipts for extracting the Juice of  dry'd Nut- 
megs; Or a luſty, fat, ſneering, jolly Fellow in a Laboratory, 
diſpenſing to a Parcel of * rotten conſumptive Creatures, 
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1 29 


Aurum potabile, by which they immediately grow fat and fair 
to the Eye, tho* their Inſide continues putrid ; or perhaps a 
Committee of Roman Senators withdrawn from the trifling 
Affairs of State, ſurrounded with Eunuchs and Singers weigh- 
ing out and ſelling Air to the People for ready Money: Or a Se- 
nator in his Cloſet, marking Cards, and contriving how to 
ſubſtitute them in the Publick Gaming. Houſes in the ſtead of the 
fair Packs prepared by the Inſpectors of ſuch Houſes. But, this 
Method of Artificial Memory, as it is confined to 24 Repoſito- 
Ties, multiplied by five, I do not think ſufficiently comprehen- 
five; beſide, the Names of Beaſts may not ſo readily occur till 
it has been long practiſed: Wherefore as the Eng/ifp are excel- 
lent Ma/ons, if not the principal of Europe, and can with great 
Facility build Caſtles in the Air, I ſhould rather recommend 
the raiſing a Palace in the Imagination, with. a long Gallery, 
divided into ſeveral Rooms, which we may make and diſtinguiſh 
with the 24 Letters, and add a Number of Chambers ad libitum, 
by placing a Figure over each Door, with, or without the 
Letter, as, 41, B2, or 1, 2, Cc. and in theſe we may ſeparately 
place our Ideas, Imaginations, Characters, Ic. having but this 
Palace, and divided it into convenient Apartments, which is very 
eaſily done, to prevent Confuſion, we muſt lay up in our Fancies, 
under general Heads, ſuch Things as are remarkable ſor Wiſdom, 
Folly, &c. Such as are Objects of Wonder, Scorn, Ridicule, &c. 
here we may treaſure up all Sayings and Actions of great Men; 
Stratagems of War, different Arts of Government ; Treaties of 
Peace; Tariffs of Trade; Schemes for raiſing Money; the Po- 
litical Knacks of bamboozeling; Flowers of Miniſterial Rheto- 
rick; the Rules of dawbing, and the Addreſs of barefaced Cor- 
ruption, with whatever elſe Hiſtory may furniſh us with, to be 
imitated or eſchew'd. We may ſo contrive our Building, as to 
Have Appartments for great Men, and lodge them as conveniently, 
as we can their Words or Actions. For Example, we may 
Place all the good Emperors, Patriots, and Legiſlators, in one 
Apartment; which need not be very large; tho? for the Tyrants, 
Pſeudo- Patriots, corrupt Judges, and pernicious Favourites, ſuch 
as a Commodus, a Nero, a Gave/ton, a Trefilian, &c. I would ad- 
viſe allotting a very ſpacious Hall, as they are pretty numerous. 
How advantageous this Method may be to Orators, Senators, 
Plenipotentiaries, and others employed in either Church or State, 
or training up to perpetuate the Bleſſings we experience at 
Home, and the Figure we make in Foreign Courts. is too ob- 
vious for me to mention, without offering an Affront to my 
Readers: Hut beſide the Publick Benefit which may accrue, by 
theſe Pilots of State being, at al Times and in all Circumſtances. 
able to direct themſelves by examining the Conſequences of all 
the Actions, Behaviour, Managemem, Treaties, Cc. of the 
great Men of former Ages, they will, by viſitiffg theſe different 
* Fo ae Apart- 


Apartments, thus founded, furniſh'd, and inhabited by Fancy 
find an inexhauſtible Fund of Entertainment. In whatever 
Diſpoſition he may be viſiting theſe Apartments, where he may 
place the living as well as the dead, he may be ſure to find Com- 
pany to indulge to that particular Caſt of Mind, and as the 
Mood alters he may without Ceremony, or Fear of diſabliging 
any, ſhift the Scene, and enter into Converſation with a Set of 
Companions of his immediate Way of thinking. Thus he may 
ſay, that nunguam minus ſolus quam (tm ſolus, he is never leſs 
alone, than when alone. When I am in a Cynical, Splenetick 
Humour, I take a Turn into my Gallery, and enter the Apart- 
ment of State Fools, where I am ſure of finding a Cure for the 
Spleen. Caligula, or ſome other of his ridiculous Stamp, diverts 
me with his Extravagancies. I ſee him there, rolling on Heaps 
of Gold, and extorting immenſe Sums from his Subjects 3 
taking to himſelf all the Furniture, Pearls, and Jewels left ta 
Rome by former Emperors, and making himſelf ſole Legatee 
to the Will of Tiberius; encouraging Slaves to inform, that he 
might ſeize on their Maſters Eſtates; raiſing prodigious Sums 
upon the People for his Daughter's Fortune; taxing every Thing 
that was ſold in Rome; debauching and'taking away other Mens 
Wives, and the Senators of Rome meanly adoring this Monſter, 
and kiſſing his Feet. I ſee him, ſtrutting under a Load of 
Jewels, and admiring his own contemptible Figure, follow'd by 
a Crowd of Paraſites, or make him, as he's the Slave of my 
Fancy, act over again his Mock Triumphs, and bullying all 
Mankind, while I ſee his Coward Heart tremble in his Breaſt. 
Theſe monſtrous Follies in him, and Degeneracy of the Romans, 
never fail to excite my Laughter on the one Hand, and heigh- 
ten my Contempt of the World on the other. From my Viſits 
to the different Apartments of my Gallery I am arrived to that 
Point of Sagacity as to be ſurprized at nothing I either hear or 
ſee; am always eaſy under whatever Diſappointments, and with 
Calmneſs expect to ſee any good Fortune which attends me, 
ſThift the Scene: Tho' 'tis certain, that from my ill State of 
Health my Mind is affected, and I am not Philoſopher enough, 
not to be ſometimes ſubje&, as other Men, to the Sallies of 
Paſſion. However, a Turn in my Gallery, ſoon recovers my 
Reaſon, and I am, by Converſation with ſome of the Sages of 
Antiquity, ſhamed out of my Weakneſs 
I preſcribed lately this Method to a very Splenetick Gentle. 
man of my Acquaintance, and he is entirely recovered from 
his Diſtemper. He told me the other Day, coming to thank 
me for effecting his Cure, that he had all allotted an Apartment 
for your State Mountebanks in particular, and that he thought a 
Couple of Brothers, who have not been long dead, conduced 
more to the reſtoring him to his Health, than all the auk- 
ward Apes of great Men, he could take out of Hiſtory to in- 
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Fulilee, before he opens his Mouth, ſets me into a Laughter 


r 
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; babit this Room : For, continued he, one of 'em, alittle dir 


ty aukward, ridiculous Fellow, who holding up his Breeches, 
bows like the late famous Dicky Norris, in the Trip ta the 


at his ſole Figure; but when I make him aflume his Airs of 
Conſequence, and bring him into the Circle of a ſhining Court, 
or to the Preſence of a long-headed, wily, Miniſter ; the 
Behaviour of the Rr Wretch, the Sneers and whim⸗ 
ſical Looks of the Courtiers, or the dry and contemptuous Mien 
of the old Miniſter, gives me ſuch a violent Fit of Laughter, 
that I am forced ſometimes to ſhift the Scene. Thoſe who do 


not know that I have this Set of imaginary Companions, ſee- 


ing me ſuddenly burſt, into theſe Cachinnations, think I have 
changed my Diſtemper, and that I am not altogether ſound in 


my Judgment. Facile eſt inventis addere. I have refined up- 


on your Leſſon, by adding a Drawing Room, for myſelf, which 


is fo contrived, that by Doors anſwering to the different Apart- 
ments, I can call in any, and either converſe with him fingly, 


or make him act over again, before me, ſuch Scene or Scenes 
of his Life, as I ſhall pitch upon. I called in, the Day I read 
the Paper of Common Seuſe upon Kicking, Auguſtus, and ſet him 
to kicking a Football, his former uſual Imperial Diverſion, and 
was not a little pleaſed to ſee the Emperor at this Sport, in 


his high Shoes, and Roman Triumphal Robe, as my Fancy had 
dreſs'd, him; on a ſudden my Fancy ſurrounded him with a 
Crowd of Courtiers, who were extravagant in their. Praiſes, 


and by that heighten'd my Satisfaction: One extolled his Air 
in kicking ; another, his Strength; a third, his Agility, and all 
allowed it to be the moſt healthful, Majeſtick, and innocent 
Exerciſe, that ever was uſed by a Prince; adviſing, that by a 


| Decree of the Senate, the Practice of kicking might be re- 


ſtrained to the peculiar Family of the Cæſars. I asked Au- 
guſtus why he had made Choice of this Diverſion? He told 
me, that he had been grievouſly troubled with the Gravel, and 


| he found this Exerciſe eaſed him, Then ſaid I, you will reap 


a double Benefit, if inſtead of a Football, you would kick theſe - 
Adulators. Auguſtus who was, you know, a wife Prince, took 
the Hint, and replying, that ſuch Raſcals were indeed fit for no- 
thing but Fosthallt, kick'd em all out of the-Apartment, which 
gave me an inexpreſſible Pleaſure, and taking Leave of the Em- 
eror, we retired to our different and uſual Retreats. Auguſtus, 
10 I, had in general an amiable Character, and his Empreſs 
1 has been handed down to even our Days, as a glorious 
ixample of Virtue, yet neither the one nor the other is with- 


out Stain. He is taxed with Cowardice, and with debauching 


the Wife of his Friend, Mecenas, to ſay nothing of the moe 

of his Proſcriptions; and ſhe, with bawding for her Husband 

I am not, replied my Friend, an Advocate for Vice, tho' it 
| bang eee appears 


TT »Þ © 
appears in a Robe of State, and encircled with a Diadem; chere 
Joe ſhall not make any Excuſes for the Emperor: But I am 
of Opinion, that what you object to Julia, as blameable, is 4 
Mark of great Virtue and Wiſdom, nay, I may ſay too of Pub- 


lick Spirit. In the firſt Place, you will allow chat it muſt be- * 


' great Self. Denial to give up her Rights as a Wife, and when 
tlie found her Husband's Paſſion wear off with the Charms of 
her Youth, nothing could be more prudent than thus to feeure 
his Friendſhip, by becoming uſefal to his Pleaſures; by this 
Method ſhe kept him at Home, and prevented his leaving the 
Management of the Publick Affaire, to ſome Blood. Sucter of 4 
Aae, who while he went in Search of Foreign Bond-Rob4's, 
ſquander'd the Roman Treaſures, uod eppteſs d the Rimay People 
with innumerable Taxes, to ſupport not only his own Vites, 
but "thoſe of his Minions and; Favourites; and tg ſatiefy the 
| Avarice and Ambition of his Miniſter, as did his Succeſſor, 
Tiberius, when he ſhut himſelf up, regardleſs of the Affairs of 
the Empire, in the Iſle of Caprea. Livia therefore foreſecing 
the Difficulty, or rather Impoſſibility, of reclaiming a Man 
whoſe Head was ſeized by the little blind Tyrant, who in his 
new Empire grew more: deſpotickz, as Years diminiſh'd the 
Strength of Reaſon in her Husbandz and from her Judgment 
perceiving the conſequentia? publick Miſchiefs ; like a true Mo- 
ther of her Country, facrificing her particular Satisfaction ta 
the Intereſts of the Roman Empire, may be ſaid, to have devot - 
ed herſelf for her Country; was a glorious and laudable Bad, 
and ought to be mentioned with as much Honour, on this bare 
Account, as Regulus and Curtius, if your Envy to this Em- 
| preſs, will not rather attribute this Self-Denial to her Policy; 
and object that Auguſtus was an Uſurper upon the Rights of 
the Commonwealth, and that the igh apprehend, had others 
miniſter'd to his Pleaftires, and he had; te avoid Hocking her 
Sight, withdraw from Rome, the Romuns might have taken 
the Opportunity of his Abſence, t ſhake off the Yoke, notwith- 
ſtanding the Authority of a diflblate, corrapted, adulating Senate, 
which ſhe muſt know, was contemptible in the Eyes of all brave, 
generous, and Publick-Spirited, Rampni: But in Caſe you take 
this for the Motive of her Complsiſance, you cannot rob her 
of the Glory which ſhe merits, as a Wife, who preferr'd her 
Husband's Intereſts to her own. I find, ſaid 1, you are very 
zealous in her Defence; wherefore I will leave her all the 
Glory of having overcome that Pride, which commonly ſtimu- 
lates a Wife, who ſees a Rival preferr'd, and will not obje& 
that ſhe had any Views for her own Safety and Intereſt; was 
either covetous or ambitious; tho! *tis viſible Auguſtus could 
not be 9a, 20> of the Empire, but Julia muſt have been involv- 
ed in the Misfortune. But give me Leave, however, to diſſent 
from you with Regard to the Virtue of this Empreſs, fince 
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the tonſented;.for that Honour, to quit the Husband ſh 
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with Aüggffut, before he marri 


if was at that Time actually with Child by. A4uez/nr's Opinion 
1 of her, replied my Friend, gives the Lie . bende 5 
| Story, and I ſuppoſe by the Roman Laws, her ſecond Marriage 


| lawful: The worlt that is ſaid of her is, that ſhe was ambitions, 
= 22 a great Diſſenò ler, and had low Cinming.—— But we 


% 


me that tis Time to put an End!td'this Viſit. Upon my Friend's 


1 taking his Leave, I ſat myſelf down in my great arm'd Vehicle 73 


| which often carries me round the Globe, and fle to my Gal: 
= lery, where I found two of our former Eng/i6 Monarths' in 4 
ſl very warm Diſpute, which I liſtened to with ſuch Attention; that 
: I brought it away. in my Memory, committed it to Paper, ani 
may, perhaps, one Day, make it a publick Entertainment. 
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